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biblical theology. Of the twelve authors, five are eminent officials in 
the Anglican church ; five are well-known preachers and teachers of 
England and Scotland outside the Church of England ; the remaining 
two are Americans. It is impossible to pass a general criticism on a 
book so varied in its character and in its critical attitude as this one ; 
the chapters would have to be treated each by itself. In some of them 
the practical meditations are evidently derived from an objective con- 
sideration of the gospel record ; some show dependence rather on 
conceptions which have been imported from other sources. Some 
seek to form our ideals by bringing them under the influence of Jesus ; 
some seek to deepen our devotion to Jesus by exhibiting his conform- 
ity to our ideals. In not a few instances historic or homiletic imagi- 
nation has carried an author beyond the limits of probability in his 
effort to picture vividly the scenes under contemplation. The reading 
of the book by believers will quicken devotion and enthusiasm for 
their Lord. It will not answer many questions for the inquiring. It 
doubtless made this no part of its aim. The articles which are fullest 
of value for the student of the life of Jesus are Dr. Lyman Abbott's on 
" Jesus Christ as a Missionary ;" Dr. James Stalker's on " The Betrayal 
of Christ" — his companion chapter on the "Denial " is fanciful and 
overdrawn ; Principal Fairbairn's on " The Cross and Passion ;" and 
Dr. Alexander McLaren's on " The Resurrection." The proofreading 
has been rather carelessly done. 

Rush Rhees. 
The University of Rochester, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



The Annotators of the Codex Bez^e. With some Notes on 
Sortes Sanctorum. By J. Rendel Harris. Cambridge : 
The University Press; London: Clay & Sons, 1901. Pp. 
184, 2 plates. 6s. 

Here is the famous Codex Bezae (D) of the gospels and the Acts 
again made the subject of a careful study by a renowned scholar, who 
had already published another study on it (1891, Texts and Studies, 
Vol. II). It is not Professor Harris's intention to clear up the main 
point of interest, namely, the origin of the many peculiar readings of 
D, especially in Luke and Acts. We may, indeed, as I think, safely 
assume that Clericus's solution of this problem alone answers all its 
conditions, viz.: Luke had written his Acts (and gospel) not once 
but twice, and D is, together with Irenaeus of Lyons and many others, 
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a witness for one of these two forms, probably the form in which 
Luke had written his books for the Romans. But even those who 
(like Professor Harnack) oppose this view are nevertheless compelled 
by the close agreement between D and Irenseus to carry the origin of 
the form in D back to the outset of the second century. At that time, 
not long after Luke, somebody (according to the said eminent scholar) 
remodeled the Acts with great liberty, being anxious to repress the 
aspirations of women, which had been tolerated during the first years 
of the church. He therefore changed in Acts 19: 25 Luke's order 
IlpicriaWn kou. 'A/cvAas to 'A/cvAas kcu HptCTKiAAa (D, etc.). 

Now, Beza himself gives in his codex the statement that it had 
come from the monastery of St. Irenseus at Lyons. Of course, having 
been written in the sixth century, it cannot be the copy of Irenseus, 
but perhaps a remote descendant of it. A Gallic origin, at least, was 
formerly maintained for D by Harris himself, who now inclines to 
abandon his former opinion and to accept the assertion of some 
Oxford scholars, that it was written in Italy. How can this be ascer- 
tained ? Only by dint of such vast and manifold learning as Professor 
Harris is master of; for the way leads into the obscurest periods of 
church history and into the history of paganism dying out and partly 
absorbed into Christian ritual; moreover, a linguist's learning is 
required, both in Romance languages and in mediseval and modern 
Greek ; and, last not least, the " Sortes" come in, calling for a study of 
pagan and Christian superstition. The MS. bears the traces of about 
twenty possessors or readers, the so-called " annotators." They wrote 
mostly in Greek, although the codex itself is bilingual, and annotated 
the ecclesiastical lessons for each Sunday or feast of a saint, and even 
(at the margin of Mark) a number of oracles (the "Sortes") for the 
use of pious and, at the same time, inquisitive readers, who got answer 
to their questions by a combination of the oracle (the "sors," for 
instance, pera. 8«ca ripipas yivercu) with the sacred text. Professor Harris 
tries by all possible means to ascertain the locality where the different 
annotations may have been written, and comes to the result stated 
above. Can we adopt his view ? At least not with greater confidence 
than the author himself exhibits. The book is extremely instructive 
and, moreover, well written. The reader profits in learning and is, 
at the same time, amused ; but, as for the matter at issue, one feels 
rather bewildered than enlightened. This is not the author's fault ; 
he has done his best, and " his best " means very much in this case. 

F. Blass. 
Halle, Germany. 



